Chemistry and Society
Since communication is an important part of chemistry, this project will combine chemistry with writing. You will choose an area of chemistry. Using this area, you will create either a fiction or nonfiction story – written, verbal or acted out – that connects chemistry with some aspect of the world. You will be working in pairs for this, and it will count as a test grade. This will be due May 13th. You will have some class time to work on this – check the Lessons and Assignments page for a schedule. You and your partner must sign up for an area of chemistry by the end of the period today.
Pick ONE of the following choices: All of these choices may be manifested as a written story, a podcast or a short film. 
1. A mystery story: This choice involves some mystery that requires a knowledge of chemistry to figure out, such as the Sherlock Holmes chemical mystery stories, or an episode of CSI or Bones. 

2. An O. Henry-type story: This choice involves a story with a surprise ending. (For example, O. Henry stories you might know are “Gift of the Magi”, “After 20 Years”, and “The Ransom of Red Chief”) The twist has to have something to do with your chemistry topic. 

3. A nonfiction story from your own life: For this choice you would describe an occurrence from your life that involves chemistry in some way, such as Primo Levi did in his book The Periodic Table, or Oliver Sacks did in his book Uncle Tungsten.
4. A nonfiction story that explains a real-life phenomenon: For this choice, you would describe an interesting or unusual real-life anecdote such as those described in the Imponderables books or in a book such as The Disappearing Spoon.

A written story must be submitted to TurnItIn before the due date. The class ID is 3994680 and the password is “chemistry”. All projects should be saved in one partner’s handin folder before the due date. Make sure that short films or podcasts can be transferred to the handin folder before the due date, and that there will be no technical difficulties. Please make backups to minimize technical issues. NOTE THE RUBRIC ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE.
Resources:

The O. Henry story “After 20 Years”: http://www.readbookonline.net/readOnLine/636/ 
The Imponderables Website: http://www.imponderables.com/archives/cat_imponderables.php 

Oliver Sack’s Uncle Tungsten Site: http://www.oliversacks.com/books/uncle-tungsten/ 
Chemistry in its Element podcasts: http://www.rsc.org/chemistryworld/podcast/CIIEcompound.asp 

The Periodic Table of Videos: http://www.periodicvideos.com/ 

	Category
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Chemistry topic I
	The chosen chemistry topic is an integral part of the work.
	The chosen chemistry topic was important to the work.
	The chosen chemistry topic was part of the work.
	The chosen chemistry topic was a small part of the work.
	There was no chemistry in the work.

	Chemistry topic II
	The chosen chemistry topic is applied correctly in the work. 
	There were one or two small errors in how the chemistry topic was applied in the work.
	There were several small errors in how the chemistry topic was applied in the work.
	There were one or two large errors in how the chemistry topic was applied in the work.
	There were several major errors in how the chemistry topic was applied in the work.

	Interest
	The work holds the reader’s interest and makes them want to continue reading/ watching/ listening 
	The work often holds the reader’s interest and makes them want to continue reading/ watching/ listening
	The work sometimes holds the reader’s interest and makes them want to continue reading/ watching/ listening
	The work rarely holds the reader’s interest and makes them want to continue reading/ watching/ listening
	The work does not hold the reader’s interest and makes them want to continue reading/ watching/ listening

	Length
	Written work: the work was between 3-10 pages.

Podcast/Video: the work was between 2 and 5 minutes.
	One page/minute off the stated guidelines.
	Two pages/ minutes off the stated guidelines.
	Three pages/ minutes off the stated guidelines.
	Four or more pages/minutes off the stated guidelines.

	Mechanics
	For a story: the grammar/ spelling/ formatting were all done correctly

For a video or podcast: the medium was appropriately used, was viewable with no mechanical/ technical difficulties. 
	For a story: there were one or two mistakes in grammar/ spelling/ formatting.

For a video or podcast: There were one or two mechanical/ technical difficulties.
	For a story: there were several mistakes in grammar/ spelling/ formatting.

For a video or podcast: There were several mechanical/ technical difficulties.
	For a story: there were many mistakes in grammar/ spelling/ formatting.

For a video or podcast: There were many mechanical/ technical difficulties.
	For a story: there were lots of mistakes in grammar/ spelling/ formatting.

For a video or podcast: The video or podcast was not audible/viewable.


