Global Warming Project, Part I
For this project, we are going to explore possible causes and solutions of global warming. We will work in groups of 3 or 4, and each group will have one cause/solution to investigate. You will present this cause/solution to your classmates. Later, in Part II of this project, you will simulate the effect your cause/solution is having/will have on the environment. Groups will be assigned, but you may sign up for your cause/solution. 
	Causes
	Solutions

	Animal emissions
	Replacing gas cars with hybrid/electric cars

	Variations in Solar Output
	Going to solar/wind energy

	Natural cycle of earth’s temperatures
	Reducing deforestation

	Industrial pollution
	Changing to Fluorescent light bulbs

	Car emissions
	Recycling

	Ocean currents
	Nuclear energy

	Earth Tilt
	Using Energy Star Appliances

	Volcanic Eruptions
	Reducing Industrial Emissions (i.e. the “sooty six”)

	Deforestation
	

	
	


Each group will prepare a PowerPoint presentation on their topic, which they will present to the class. Each group will also submit a list of their sources, as well as an evaluation of those sources. 
Questions to think about causes:

1. Define the effect this cause has on the climate of the Earth.

2. How big an effect is it?

3. What could be done to mitigate this effect?

Questions to think about solutions:

1. How would the solution help? 

2. How much of an effect would the solution have?

3. Are there any disadvantages to this solution?

Your oral presentation must last between 5 and 10 minutes.  The slides must be readable from the back of the classroom.  Everyone in your group must speak in the presentation and be ready to answer any questions directed at them.  Make sure everyone in the group understands the topic thoroughly.  Do not write anything in your presentation that the whole group cannot answer questions about.  The report should hold the audience's interest, so speak to the audience, not to the computer.  Speak from your slides, don't just read them.  You cannot hold anything in your hands while you speak.  The last slide of your PowerPoint must be a bibliography.

Evaluation of Sources

This part of the project is an evaluation of your sources. The bibliography must have at least 5 different sources, in proper MLA format.  (Different pages on the same site do not count as different sources.) Sources may be print or Internet sources. For each source, you must justify its use in your presentation.  Give information such as who wrote the site/book/article, what credentials they have, who links to them, if they seem to have a bias, when the information was written, etc. Think about the kinds of questions that were asked here: http://www.ithaca.edu/library/training/think.html 
You will be graded on how completely you explore the topic, the accuracy of your information, the reliability of your sources and spelling and grammar.  The PowerPoint itself will count for 80 points; your evaluation of sources will count for an additional 20 points. See the rubric for more information.

You must hand BOTH the evaluation and the PowerPoint into one group member’s faculty hand-in folder before class on the due date.

Rubric:

Presentation:
 (40 points total)





Comments:

PowerPoint Slides:

__________ Readable (color, background, font)

__________ Contain useful information

__________ Do not contain too much information

__________ Make good use of graphics/effects

__________ Words are spelled correctly and make grammatical sense


 (complete sentences not necessary)

Speakers:

_________ Make topic clear to audience

_________ Appear knowledgeable about subject

_________ Speak in a professional manner

_________ Speak about the slides, instead of reading the slides

_________ Are able to answer questions about the talk

_________ All information is presented in allotted time

_________ Hold audience interest

_________ All members of the group present a substantive portion of the talk.

_________ Presenters have a clear understanding of their role in the presentation

Content: (40 points total)

_________ Information on slides is accurate

_________ Topic is thoroughly explored

_________ Talk has an introduction 

_________ Talk has a conclusion

_________ All information relevant to the topic

_________ Content explained clearly

_________ Connection made to audience’s experiences

_________ Bibliography in MLA format

